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McElroy Holiday House -
November 28-29 & December 5-6

The Yancey History Association invites you to join us for an authentic
Nineteenth Century Christmas at the McElroy House, home of the Museum
of Yancey County History. Join us for the sights, sounds, aromas, flavors
and sensations of an authentic 1800's Christmas.

Sights: Yancey County students an professional interior decorators are
teaming up to decorate the McElroy House for a Victorian Christmas Holiday.
The ornaments for the ten foot Christmas tree have been made by the
students of Mountain Heritage High School. The tree will be decorated by
the Yancey County 4-H Home Schoolers. The holiday adornment of the house
is being provided by the decorating teams of Craft Pride, Inc., D.K. Puttyroot
and Grapevine Limited.

Sounds: Friday evening, December 5th, the McElroy House guests will enjoy
a performance by Rev. Raymond Hollifield playing the viola with
accompaniment of Dr. Dorothy Bobbe playing the violin.

Aromas and Flavors: The mixtures of the aromas of simmering potpourri,
fresh cut pine boughs and the yule log on the fire will fill the air. Hot mint tea
and spiced cider will warm the body while ginger snaps and a wide array of
home baked goodies will tantalize each visitors taste buds.

Sensations: The warmth of the fire in Aunt Lucy's kitchen will chase the chill
from your bones while the hospitality of the Living Historian hosts and
hostesses will warm your hearts. Dressed in period clothing these fine and
friendly folks will share with you the true experience of life in the McElroy
House in the 1800's.

The home will be open Friday and Saturday evenings, November 28th-29th
& December 56th, from 4:00 to 8:00 pm and again on Saturday, December
6th from 2:00 to 6:00 pm. Admission is a $2.00 donation per person which
includes refreshments. The McElroy House is located above the Visitor Center
on West Main Street in Burnsville with additional parking at 11 Academy
Street. Handicap parking is on Walnut Street next to the Museum. For details
call (828) 682-3671.

Combine your visit to the History Museum with a visit to the Chamber of
Commerce Visiter Center to get all the details of the events taking place in
Burnsville on this Winterfest weekend. Enjoy the fine shopping at the many
merchants on Main Street who are participating in creating this traditional
Christmas event. You won't want to miss the Christmas Parade, lighting of
the Town Square, buggy rides, live Nativity Scene, the Toe River Arts Council
Studio Tour, traditionally decorated businesses on Main Street and of course
the arrival of Santa and Mrs. Claus.

A Message from the
President

Effective December 1st, Jim
Priesmeyer will be leaving the History
Association to take on a full time position
as Project Manager/Director of the newly
formed Yancey County Cultural
Resources Commission. Jim will
continue to be associated with the
Museum on a limited basis. We all are
sorry to see Jim go, but we understand
that he cannot exist on the part time salary
that we were able to pay him. Jim has
brought the Museum from an Idea, to a
Building, to a Museum, a museum that is
one of the best small museums in the
State. He accomplished this feat with a
fot of hard work and devotion on his part.
He has been able to draw in others that
have given of their time and money to help
us reach this period in our history.

The Museum Director and Curator is
no longer a part time position, but a full
time one and we must work to obtain
sufficient monies to support this office.
There are ways that each of us can help.
First, we need to get additional funding
from the City and County. They each need
to agree to accept a certain percentage of
the Museum Budget. Second, we all need
to consider the Museum when drawing
up our Wills. By deeding to the Museum,
property, either real or monetary, the
Museum could establish an endowment
which could provide an income for years
to come. Third, renew your membership,
and if possible, renew at a higher level or
send a donation with your renewal. Give
memberships fo your friends and
relatives. Increasing our membership
rolls not only helps us financially, but it
helps us in securing Grants for the
Museum. If you are able, agree to cover
the costs of such museum expenditures
as the Newsletter, utilities, telephone,
security, insurance, etc.

We wish Jim well and offer him our
thanks for all the years that he devoted
himseif to the museum and for the
monumental accomplishments he
achieved. We are glad that he will still be
available to us and will continue to provide
us support. - Keith Johnson




Book Signing at Museum

Award-winning Yancey County writer Charles F. Price,
author of the acclaimed Hiwassee series of historical
novels about 19"-century Southern Appalachian life,
will sign his new book Where the Water-Dogs Laughed
during the McElroy Holiday House celebration at the
Museum of Yancey County History on Saturday,
December 6 from 2 pm to 4 pm.

Price has been called by critic Martin Northway “a
significant new voice on the American literary scene”.
Independent Publisher Magazine says he is “leading a
new wave of great Southern writing” and hails him as
“a truly original voice that resonates like the hill country
he writes about”.

His works include Hiwassee: A Novel of the Civil War
(Academy Chicago, 1996), now acknowledged as a
mainstay of American Civil War fiction; Freedom’s Altar
(John F. Blair, 1999), winner of the Sir Walter Raleigh
Award as the best fiction of the year written by a North
Carolina author; and The Cock’s Spur (Blair, 2000),
which Independent Publisher chose as one of the Ten
Outstanding Books of the Year published in the United
States. The same magazine also named Price Story
Tellerof the Year. The Cock’s Spurwent on to garner
the Clark Cox Historical Fiction Award of the North
Carolina Society of Historians.

Where the Water-Dogs Laughed (High Country
Publishers, 2003), recently released, has already been
hailed by Appalachian writer and storyteller Gary Carden
as “a drama of epic proportions” marked by “faultless
research”, “sparkling with wit, anecdotes and folklore”
and “bristling with buffoons, villains, pining lovers and
obsessed folks — obsessed with greed, vengeance and
dreams”.

“l write historical fiction about ordinary people
confronted by extraordinary events in the past,” Price
explains. “My interest is in history not simply for its
own sake, but as it sheds light on the problems and
issues of today.” His ancestors, the Price and Curtis
families of Clay County in southwestern North Carolina,
figure prominently in his stories. All four novels are set
in Clay County and convey a strong sense of place -
the remote valley of the Hiwassee River, surrounded
by the grandeur of the Nantahala, Tusquittee and Valley
River mountain ranges.

Price lives, writes and teaches on Cattail Creek above
Pensacola.

Books For Sale
Sharyn McCrumb's latest masterpiece, "Ghost Riders"
will be available during the Holiday House. Each book
has been signed by the author.

Farewell - Fare Thee Well

| can not begin to express the full range of thoughts
and emotions that | feel as | depart from my position as
YHA Executive Director, nor can | put into words the
gratitude | have for those who have worked so hard in
creating our county history museum.

During the past seven years we have:

» Saved the Historic McElroy House.

* Restored this majestic home.

» Developed a first rate museum.

 Provided historic programs for our schools.

« Saved the Historic YCI Brown Dormitory.

« Assisted in creating the YCI Historic District.

+ Developed the annual "Baitle of Burnsville".

* Provided a wide range of traditional music.

» Hosted storytellers and book authors.

+ Created the Jim Ray Heritage Garden.

« Created the Transportation Enclosure.

« Developed the Dodge Roadster Exhibit. :

» Supported the Historic Preservation Committee.

» Assisted the HPC in protecting cemeteries.

+ Set and maintained museum operating hours.

* Developed strong relationships with local not for profit
groups and regional Museums.

At this point in time | have completed the goal that |

committed myself to. Namely to take the Museum

Project to the point of its dedication. As YHA has

continued to grow we have laid the ground work for

many new projects that are very important and need to

be completed. They are:

 Secure and move the Petroglyph.

» Buiid the West porch on the McElroy House.

» Restore the McElroy House Parlor.

+ Continue to build the Museum's collections.

» Continue to build a strong financial future.

» Create a historic log structure Pioneer settiement
on the Museum grounds.

A little more than a year ago ! put forth the foilowing
challenge to the YHA Board of Directors. If they wanted
me to continue as the Executive Director my position
would have to become full time. Since this has not been
accomplished | have made interim recommendations

that | believe will keep the Museum healthy and allow .

the Museum to grow into the entity that it has become.

Finally there are two MUST DO goals:

+ Enlarge the Board of Directors. NOW

* Hire a local historian to run the Museum at the end of
this interim period.

Many Thanks and God Bless. - Jim




Yancey History Association Membership 2003

Timothy Babb Evelyn Hope Bailey Ray Bailey Rah Bickley Martha Bradshaw
Mr & Mrs Peter Breazeale BreeceBreresford Jackie Ward Brition Mr & Mrs Barry Browning
lva Nell Buckner Dottie Buker Mitzi Burgher Susan Burkins Alex Bumett
Dale Burnett Mr & Mrs Jack Caldwell  Marcia Carazo Maggi Campenter J.C. Cochrane Jr.
Mr & Mrs Vic Condrey Tracy Cox Carolyn Denton John Doyle Mr & Mrs Pete Eberhart
Lew Fisher Michael Foster Mr & Mrs Dexter Gilliam Dortha McElroy Greenlee
Margaret Griffith Deidre Hamby Gloria Handley Arlon Harris Mr & Mrs Keith Hasson
Jerry Hatfield George Honeycutt Dennis Howell Evelyn Howell Mr & Mrs Tom Hunicutt, Jr
Gene Hurdt Mr & Mrs James Johnson Nancy Jones Mr & Mrs Ronnie Kates
Margaret King Lelia Lorenzo Merle Love Bonnie McCurry Linda Mclntosh
Mr & Mrs Stewart McMeekan Betsy & Jack Meyers Jennifer Morgan Mr & Mrs David Morris
Erla O'Dell Clara Peterson Dwayne Peterson Grace Pickett Dr & Mrs Bill Pinson
Jacqueline Red Leaf Vernon Rexroat Steve Robinson Mr & Mrs Curt Rogers Deanne Gibson Roles
Ellen ltskovitz & Dan Rothman Tom Rusher Alice Ruth Ruth Schmidt Mr & Mrs George Schoene
Mr & Mrs Matt Scott Sondra Slemp David Oye & Judy Smith Mr & Mrs Kenneth Smith
Mr & Mrs Coleman Speece Marion Stadler Mr & Mrs George Taylor Tom Tilson
Mildred Turner Sister Peggy Verstege Doris Victor William Watts Jr. Martin Webster
Mr & Mrs Alec Williams Darcy Williamson Mr & Mrs Dan Williamson Pat Woody Alan Young
Jane Young Mr & Mrs Charles Young Mr & Mrs David Young Mr & Mrs Roger Young
M m Frien nd Volunteer

Jonathan Bennett Ruth Banks Charlotte Barnett Dr. Dorothy Bobbe Faye Boone
Matt Bumgarner Theresa Coletta Betty Gaddy Grapevine Lid. Sam Gray
Bruce Greene David Grindstaff Rhonda Gunter Katinka Haines Gwen Harris
Ryan Hensley Mike Herman Dean Hicks Jody Higgins Heather Hockaday
Raymond Hollifield Kim Hopson Desiree Huskins Jewell P. Hyatt Alan Lang
Michele Lawhern Gene & Brenda Ledford  Virginia Lovejoy Doyce McClure Sharyn McCrumb
Gary McCullough Gary E. McEiroy Winnie & Marcia McKinney Kaye Meyers Joe Norris
Ron Powell Dr. lvan Randolph Rep. Ray Rapp Jason Robinson Sanford Samel
Linda Semon Corinne Sneller Buster Sparks Dixie Styles Jacquie Thurston
Phillip Trew Blaine Whitson Bob Wilson Milidene Baker-Wilson

: : Donor & Family Member
J. Michael Alien Tom & Helen Baden Tim Blevins Virginia Boone Robert&Barbara Branch
Fred Buck James & Judy Byrd Bili & Judy Carson Don & Mary Corcelli William & Caryl Cullom
Elaine & Charles Dellinger Greer & Jeff Denny Mr & Mrs John Douglas Marie Peake Duncan W. Douglas Fisher
Gerry & Gayle Foret Doris & Max Gaskin Mr. & Mrs. Charles Gillespie,Jr. Jim & Margie Haaga
Michael & Elizabeth Hardy  Louis Harlam Ellen B. Hensley Francis Higgins Charles Hopson
Ed & Doris Hunter Irene & Bob Ivory Jean & Carl Johnson Joseph & Maxine Kandra Paul Kardulis
Alice Kirkland Tom & Ann Koch Scott & Judy Lackey Steve Laughrun Mike Ledford
Rob & Wanda Levin Mr & Mrs Harvey Lewis Burl Maney Ray McCourry G. Todd McElroy
John & Patricia Millen Marie & Chester Miller Stan & Ruth Miller Pat Mitchell Pat & Jackie Morey
Annne Myers Shearill & Solon O'Neal  Ruth Peake Suzanne Plati Kelli & Mark Potts
Keith Presnell Lowell Presnell Charles Price & Ruth Perschbacher Ralph & Martha Priesmeyer
Sarah Proffitt Randall & Nancy Raskin  Wilson Ray Sandra Revis Toka Rhinehart
Rabon Robinson Margaret Rogers Mr & Mrs William Shurley ~ Sue Simons Zackery & Lois Skokos
H. F. & Sue Smith Mr.& Mrs. Stanley Smith  Richard Sullins Anne Swann John Thorpe
Norma Westall Steve Williams Jay & Carol Wilson Stuart Wilson Laura Weiberg & David Wong

Juanita Woodland Perry Dean Young

nsor & Busin Member

Paul &Frances Burton Ginger Chappell Marti Corwin

Peggy Capes

Thomas & Norma Dellinger Larry Dewer Marvin & Gail Everett Ed & Betsy Gant
Margaret Harlam Jayne Young Hasson Patrick & Janet Hepburn Jonathan Hillyer
Tom & Nancey Hunnicuit Bill Huskins Keith & Jennie Johnson  Keri & Sandra Oswald

Mariellyn Peake Jim Priesmeyer Something Special Toe River Arts Council
Sam & Lillian Weisberg Lyn Wiseman & Joey Simpson " Bill & Bonnie Young
Sarah & Danny Young Yancey County / Burnsville Chamber of Commerce Greg & Hiroko Yuziuk

Bronz nsor Member
Charlotte & Roger Demough W C Hyait Laurence & Dana Pless

Silver Sponsor Members Lioyd Bailey Family

John & Suzette Renfro
Bill & Ginny Banks Robert Brunk

CraftPride Inc Llewellyn Estep  Dorothy & Mack Ray Neva Renaldo  Earl & Betty Young
| nsor Members ErwinBurhoe  David & Carolyn Cort James Floyd
Mountain Air County Club Iris Ray Meyer  Sue Paris  Frederika Sargent

Field Coxe & Flo Henry
Vera Gregory

Evelyn Howell

Col. & Mre. Vincent Norako
Armin & Renee Wessell
Fred & Phyllis Young

Bob & Shelba Thomas
Carolina Collision
John & Denise Young

Dennis & Tina Matelski
Walter & Ann Savage Town of Burnsville




Yancey History Association

MUSEUM PROJECT

Post Office Box 1088
Burnsville, NC 28714

/f
Thank You Museum Friends, Volunteers,
Members, Donors, Sponsors, Area Businesses,
Collectors and Benefactors for Your
Continued Support! ESTATOEE
(See the complete membership list inside) Piblished Gharterty by fhe

Yancey History Association

Bronze Collector Dorothy Westall oo 3:‘)1)1;,”11183 i
(828) 682-3671

Silver Collector Dr. & Mrs. Garland Wampler Estatoee (es-to-toe-e)

Bronze Benefactors  The Community Foundation of Western North Carolina
The John Wesley and Anna Hodgin Hanes Foundation
The Cannon Foundation

Silver Benefactors Yancey County Government
Mary Louise Wray Conner and her father Rush T. Wray
North Carolina Department of Transportation
The JANIRVE Foundation
North Carolina Department of Cultural Resources

Estootowie in early records. A
Cherokee place name, shortened to
Estatoe/Estatoah, from which the
name Towe or Toe River is derived.
Board Members:

Editors: Jim Priesmeyer & Lloyd Bailey
Officers of the Association
President: Dr. Keith Johnson
Vice-President: Michael Hardy
Treasurer: Mike Ledford
Secretary: Elaine Dellinger
Directors:Jacque Redleaf Gamneau-
Executive Director/Museum Curat
Jim Priesmeyer
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